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limitless greed for power. The lying propaganda of Dr.
Goebbels was scourged as injurious and reprehensible.
Dr. Rosenberg was taken to task for his clumsy religious
treatises. The attempt at a new revolution planned by
Captain Rohm and his S.A. was publicly exposed. There
was a sop for the intellectuals where the speech said that
lack of intelligence (noticeable in the bulk of the National
Socialist leaders) conferred no right to denounce and
persecute intellect. Naturally the authors of the speech
upheld the Catholic religion and freedom of speech^ and
condemned in unmistakable terms the totalitarian preten-
sions of the Party.

Papen and Klausener imagined that the speech would be
published word for word in all the newspapers, and they
had special prints of it made in order to distribute it by
the million in all parts of Germany.

If someone other than Herr von Papen had made this
speech, a man, that is, whose words were backed by real
power, then in all probability it would have marked the
turning-point to a new epoch. But Papen had neither the
courage nor the resolution to carry it off, and so the result
was the opposite to what was intended.

Paper? s Speech

Here is the text of Papen's speech, which was delivered
in the university at Marburg-on-Lahn, on iyth June

On 2ist February 1933, in the stormy days when
National Socialism had just seized the reins in the Reich,
I endeavoured to elucidate before an audience of Berlin
students the meaning of this epoch-making change.
4 Speaking on a site dedicated to the search for truth
and freedom of thought I guarded myself against being
taken for one who espoused the liberal conceptions of
* As is explained in the next chapter, this speech was immediately
suppressed by the National Socialists, and publication, even of abridged
versions, was strictly prohibited. It is believed that the complete
translation given here is the first to be published anywhere in Europe.